
 

 
Welcome to  

WILSON MEMORIAL UNION CHURCH 

A Member Congregation, International Council of Community Churches 
 

 
December 24, 2023 

                  Christmas Eve 
  11:00 p.m. 

 

7 Valley Road 
Watchung, NJ 

Phone: (908) 755-5020 
Website: www.wilsonmemorialchurch.org 
Email: admin@wilsonmemorialchurch.org 

 

 



  

 

DECEMBER 24, 2023                    Christmas Eve                11:00 PM                      
 

PRELUDE           The First Noel             Ricky Francese 
               
WELCOME CAROL      O Come, All Ye Faithful  

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant,  

O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem.  

Come and behold Him, born the king of angels:  

Refrain:  O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore 

Him, Christ the Lord.  
 

WELCOME                                                                    Rev Michael Droege  
 

SEASON OF MUSIC                       
Timothy Walton with Ricky Francese, Tracey Haskell, Paige Osbourne, and Ezekiel 

Robinson  
 

PRAYER  

Loving God, open our hearts and minds to the truths revealed in your Word. Help us 

to understand your plan for humanity and the salvation that you offer us in the Lord 

Jesus Christ. Make us grateful for his coming and enable us by your Spirit to find joy 

and peace in him. Amen.  
 

LESSONS AND CAROLS 
 

FIRST LESSON  

God creates human beings to be uniquely related to him and to rule over the rest of 
creation as his image and in his likeness.   
 

Genesis 1:26-28            Al Ellis 
 

CAROL                                 Good Christians All, Rejoice  

   Good Christians all, rejoice with heart, and soul, and voice!  

Give you heed to what we say: Jesus Christ is born today!  

Ox and lamb before him bow, and he is in the manger now.  

Christ is born today, Christ is born today!  
                                                                                                                                      

 
 



 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

  

SECOND LESSON  

Human beings experience disastrous consequences for ourselves, our relationships 

with one another, and our care for God's creation.  
 

Genesis 3:1-15                                                    Judy Wall 
 

CAROL                    O Come, O Come, Emmanuel  

 O come, O come, Emmanuel,  

and ransom captive Israel,  

that mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear.  

 Refrain : Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.  

 
THIRD LESSON  

God begins the process of restoration by calling Abraham to trust him and 

promising to make a great nation from his descendants. Israel will become the 

channel of blessing for all peoples on earth.  
 

Genesis 12:1-3                             Al Ellis 
 

CAROL          Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus  

Come, thou long-expected Jesus,  

born to set thy people free,  

from our fears and sins release us,  

let us find our rest in thee.  
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FOURTH LESSON  

The prophet Isaiah predicts that God's plan of restoration will be accomplished by a 

king in the line of David, who will reign wisely and justly, bringing God's salvation 

to Israel and the nations.  
 

Isaiah 11:1-10                         Judy Wall 
 

CAROL               Once in Royal David's City  

Once in royal David's city stood a lowly cattle-shed  

where a mother laid her baby in a manger for his bed:  

Mary was that mother mild, Jesus Christ her little child.  

                         
FIFTH LESSON  
An angelic messenger tells the woman Mary that she will bear the promised Son of 

David, and that the child conceived in her by the power of the Holy Spirit will be 

the Son of God.  
  
Luke 1:26-35                              Al Ellis 
 

CAROL                 The First Noel  

The first noel the angel did say  

was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay,  

in fields where they lay keeping their sheep  

on a cold winter's night that was so deep.  
  
Noel, noel, noel, noel, born is the King of Israel.  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
  

SIXTH LESSON  
Jesus is born in Bethlehem, the town of David, and his identity as Messiah and 

Lord is first proclaimed to shepherds by a host of angels.  
  

Luke 2:1-14            Judy Wall 
 

CAROL               Hark! The Herald Angels Sing  

 Hark! The herald angels sing glory to the newborn King  

peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled,  

Joyful, all ye nations rise,  join the triumph of the skies;  

with the angelic host proclaim, 'Christ is born in Bethlehem'.  

Hark! the herald angels sing glory to the newborn King.  
 

SEVENTH LESSON  
The shepherds find the newborn king lying in a manger, as the angels predicted, 

and glorify God for what they have heard and seen.  
  
Luke 2:15-20                                  Al Ellis 
 

CAROL          O Little Town of Bethlehem                        

O little town of Bethlehem,  

how still we see thee lie!  

above thy deep and dreamless sleep  

the silent stars go by:  

yet in thy dark streets shineth  

the everlasting Light;  

the hopes and fears of all the years  

are met in thee tonight. 

 



 EIGHTH LESSON  

The prophet Simeon recognizes the Lord's Messiah and praises God for keeping 

his promises. At the same time, he warns that the child will cause division in 

Israel and bring pain to his mother when he is despised and rejected by his own 

people.  
  
Luke 2:25-35                   Judy Wall 
 

CAROL               O Holy Night  

O holy night! The stars are brightly shining,  

It is the night of our dear Savior’s birth.  

Long lay the world in sin and error pining,  

'Til He appear'd and the soul felt its worth.  

A thrill of hope the weary world rejoices,  

For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn.  
  

Fall on your knees! O, hear the angels' voices!  

O night divine, O night when Christ was born;  

O night divine, O night, O night Divine. 

             
 



 NINTH LESSON  

After his suffering and death, the risen Jesus explains from the Scriptures that it 

was necessary for the Messiah to suffer and rise from the dead to fulfil what the 

prophets had spoken. The disciples worshipped him as he is taken up into heaven 

and prepare to be his witnesses.  
  
Luke 24:44-52                 Al Ellis 
 

CAROL            Joy to the World  

Joy to the World , the Lord is come! Let earth receive her King;  

Let every heart prepare Him room 

And Heaven and nature sing,  

And Heaven and nature sing,  

And Heaven, and Heaven, and nature sing.  
 

Joy to the World, the Savior reigns! Let all their songs employ;  

While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains  

Repeat the sounding joy,  

Repeat the sounding joy,  

Repeat, repeat, the sounding joy.  
 

He rules the world with truth and grace,  

And makes the nations prove  

The glories of His righteousness,  

And wonders of His love,  

And wonders of His love,  

And wonders, wonders, of His love.  

 
A CHRISTMAS TO CONSIDER            Rev. Michael Droege  
   
SERVICE OF CANDLELIGHT  
   
CAROL                    Silent Night  
  
BENEDICTION  
 


